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Ho-Ho-H20: HOLIDAY NEwS FOR PWD LOVERS

As we turn the page to December, our Portuguese Water Dog community comes together to celebrate the warmth, joy,
and companionship that define both the holiday season and our beloved breed. While November and December may be
quiet months on our event calendar, it’s the perfect time to reflect on the year we’ve shared, enjoy festive moments with
our PWDs, and gear up for a busy and exciting year ahead!

This time of year reminds us just how lucky we are to be part of a vibrant, enthusiastic, and supportive club. Whether
you've participated in water practices or trials, Fetch, FastCat, conformation shows, training workshops, or simply cheered
from the sidelines, your energy has helped strengthen our community. Thank you for your dedication to preserving the
heritage, health, and spirit of the Portuguese Water Dog.



7 Holiday Fun with Your PWD

Even without official club events, December is a wonderful opportunity to create your own seasonal activities with your
four-legged friends. A few ideas:

Enjoy a brisk winter sniffari—PWDs Jlove sniffy walks, especially in freezing temperatures!
Try indoor brain games like scent puzzles or hide-and-seek to tire out your housebound PWD.
Begin training and conditioning for water. There are a ton of videos on YouTube to provide help.
Join a Fenzi class online
Snap some festive photos to share with us
Curl up together (with a good book and a hot toddy) by the fireplace after a long, playful day. A few favorites of
mine:
o Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
o Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt
o Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus

Share your winter/ holiday photos with us—we'd love to feature them in the January newsletter! Plattrell@pittsfield.net

Nk /_/";\\wé Looking Ahead: A Big Year Is Coming!
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T 2 "z While December may be quiet, 2026 is shaping up to be one of our most activity-packed
=) e SN 7Y years yet. Here’s a sneak peek of what’s on the horizon:
Festivus- January 11™ at MasterPeace Dog Training Center, 264 Fisher St, Franklin, MA 02038
Heeling Seminar in February
Dry Dock March 7 & 8, Location TBD
Nutmeg Obedience & Mayflower Rally trials 4/25 & 26
Ladies’ Dog Show Mayflower PWD Specialty 5/30 & 31
Mayflower Water Camp w/ instructor Lorie Crouch 6/13 — 14"
Mayflower Fastcat 7/18
Summer Water Trial Season
o MPWDC’s water trial at Camp Wiyaka, NH 8/15 & 16. Judge John Ellery
o PWDsNE’s water trial at Ingallside Resort, ME 8/22 & 23. Judge Mary-Kay Schroeder
o NPWDC’s water trial at Deer Lake, CT 8/29 & 30. Judge Janice Reilly
o Fall Specialty Events like Fetch, a possible DiscDog seminar, as well as our first ever Scentwork trial
* We have tabled our handling seminar for 2026 as we have a lot on our plate right now.

Stay tuned for registration and further details about up-coming events in future
newsletters or check the Mayflower website and Facebook pages.

Nutmeg PWD Club is looking for volunteers to introduce people to our wonderful breed and to answer questions the
public may have about grooming, temperament, personality, training and water work at 2026’s Meet the Breed. Meet the
Breeds is a great public relations opportunity for our New England clubs. It will be at the Javits Center in NYC again this
year. February 7" and 8™. You do not have to do both days, in fact you don’t even need to do a whole day. It is
exhausting for dogs and their people alike. If you and your PWD is friendly and out-going, please consider volunteering
some time. Contact Yliza Kunze at ykunze56@gmail.com for more information or to sign up.



http://plattrell@pittsfield.net
http://ykunze56@gmail.com

If you have pictures or
videos of your PWD in
action, send them to

Karencav@verizon.net

Karen Cavanaugh is
collecting videos &
pics of PWDs in
action for Festivus.
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Festivus will be on January 11", 2026 at MasterPeace Dog Training Center in Franklin, MA.
12:30 - 4:30 pm. Look for an evite in the coming weeks so that you can RSVP.

Dr. Pumfrey will be with us doing eye exams. Remember you should have your Portuguese Water Dog’s
eyes checked yearly because the breed is predisposed to several heritable eye conditions, such as
Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) and distichiasis, which can lead to blindness if not detected and
managed. A yearly comprehensive eye exam by a veterinary ophthalmologist helps to catch these diseases
early and helps manage them and provide a better quality of life for your dog. Cost is $45. Register at
www.mayflowerpwd.org
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EOILLUCHR There will be a potluck, so think of something you can bring to help feed the pack.

If you are interested, there will be a dog gift exchange. If you would like to participate, bring a
wrapped dog present for under $15. You or your furbaby may chose a gift.

Got a ton of dog stuff you’d like to be rid of? For the first time we will also have a SWAP table set up.
You may donate your lightly used dog paraphernalia and equipment: jackets, boots, collars, leads, water
equipment: buoy balls, float lines, courier balls, courier bags and pouches, water harnesses, float coats or
water wickers. If you are looking at getting into water or need something to practice with, check out the
swap table. (any dog things not taken by the end of the trial will return with its owner or be donated to a

local shelter).
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. We will have a photo booth where you can snap a picture of, or with your PWD, New Member Welcome

; (with a welcome to the pack gift), games like Hungry, Hungry Doggie, performance dog demos for Rally,
| Fetch and scentwork as well as a chance to try your hand (or your pup to be more exact) at these

2 " performance skills. Just a reminder, Festivus is not a chance for your four-legged friends to romp and play

with others, so please bring a crate and a leash. Thank you. ° o
© o
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Susan Lefebvre has agreed to judge CGC, CGCA and novice trick dog. If you are interested contact Ms.
Lefebvre: flatwater51@gmail.com so she knows how many to prepare for.

In addition to food, friends, events and eye exams, Mayflower will hold its annual member meeting,
where we will vote on our officers and board members for 2026.


http://www.mayflowerpwd.org/
http://flatwater51@gmail.com

In September, all current directors and officers chose to continue serving for another term, leaving no openings on the
2026 Board. However, very recently Pat Berger resigned, creating one vacancy, including the position of Treasurer. Kim
Holden has stepped in as acting Treasurer until elections are held in January. To fill the vacant director seat, the Board
voted to appoint Karen Cavanagh to serve until the upcoming election. Karen is a longtime, active member of Mayflower
and has previously contributed as a member of the Nominating Committee. No other nominations were received by
December 1%, so the following slate will be voted on at our annual meeting to be held at Festivus

President Patrice Lattrell, Pittsfield, MA Director Tobi Ann Kocher, Sandwich, MA
Vice President Susan Lefebvre, Loudon, NH Director Janet Kutner, Wayland, MA
Secretary Cathy Abbruzzese, Orange, MA Director Shelby Morawiec, Douglas, MA
Treasurer Kim Holden, Charlton, MA Director Rachel Narducci, Westbrook, CT

Director Karen Cavanagh, Tyngsboro, MA

Time to Donate! Mayflower Specialty at Ladies Dog Show is just around the
corner

As we prepare for the upcoming Mayflower Portuguese
Water Dog Specialty at the Ladies Dog Show, we are
reaching out to our dedicated members, family and friends
for assistance in making this year’s event truly
exceptional.

One of the most meaningful ways to support the Specialty
is by sponsoring a trophy or class award. Trophy
sponsorships help us honor the achievements of
outstanding dogs and handlers while continuing the
tradition of excellence our club is known for. Your
generosity directly enhances the prestige and enjoyment
of this beloved Specialty.

Some of 2025’s trophies purchased with your generous donations

We invite you to sponsor (any amount is appreciated):
« A specific class
« A special award (Best of Breed, Best of Opposite Sex, Best Puppy, etc.)
« A general trophy fund contribution

Donations of any amount are sincerely appreciated, and sponsors will be acknowledged in the Ladies’ show
catalog if you contribute before the end of January.

If you would like to sponsor a trophy or class, please contact us at the Mayflower website .

Thank you for your continued support. Together, we can make this year’s Mayflower Portuguese Water Dog
Specialty truly memorable!


https://www.mayflowerpwd.org/

Membership Drive is ON

Janet Kutner has graciously taken on the role of membership coordinator. Watch for an email from Kim Holden or Janet
inviting you to pay your membership dues for 2026. Dues must be paid by the end of January to remain an active
member. You can also get a jump on 2026 and renew at the Mayflower website or contact Janet at webbiedo@gmail.com

We wish you and your families—two-legged and four-legged alike—a joyful holiday season filled with peace,
playfulness, and plenty of tail wags. Thank you for being part of our Portuguese Water Dog family. We’re
excited to dive into a fantastic year together!

Happy Holidays & Feliz Natal!
Mayflower Portuguese Water Dog Club


https://www.mayflowerpwd.org/membership.html
http://webbiedo@gmail.com

