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Welcome From Our President! 
 

The Mayflower Portuguese Water Dog Club would like to welcome 
our members to what we hope will become a semi-annual newsletter 
describing our past events and advertising future endeavors of 
interest to the PWD community.  We hope that this newsletter will 
spark your interest in participating in the various activities we offer 
for our members and will encourage you to join us in the design and 
planning of additional events in the years to come.  Most of all, we 
hope that our members will find this newsletter and our club a way 
to connect with other PWD owners and share experiences, expertise, 
and advice on living with and training our great companions. 
 
Our club is relatively new and emerged when in January of 2009, I 
and Lisa Medeiros were talking about how hard it had been to get 
good information on the nuances of the Portuguese Water Dog in 
terms of grooming, temperament, training and the various avenues 
for performance (obedience, water work, agility, etc.) and 
conformation.  We recognized that these wonderful dogs can be a 
real challenge and decided if we needed help, the new people who 
were coming into the breed could probably also use some support, 
and so we decided to poll the members of the PWDCA in 
Massachusetts to see if there was any interest in forming a regional 
club. In February we printed some cards offering a menu of topics 
that we might address as a new club and asked those recipients to 
indicate areas of individual interest in the reply cards.  The response 
was extremely high (about 75% of those polled) and there were 
several areas indicated in the replies that were almost universal.   
 
We selected grooming as our first topic and scheduled our inaugural 
meeting in early April of 2009.  Our featured speaker was Jane 
Harding, president of the Nutmeg PWD Club in CT, who agreed to 
come out and talk with our group about basic grooming and 
grooming for show.  We had a wonderful turnout.  At that meeting, 
we had many participants volunteer to help and the first slate of 
Officers and Directors was formed.  Lisa used her legal talent to 
draft the original by-laws and Kim Nickerson designed our 
wonderful, classy logo. We were off and running.  
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Among the original directors was Dr. Betty Trainor.  She, with her late husband Bill, took over 
the Farmion Kennel name from the Millers who originally brought the PWD to America and got 
the breed recognized by the AKC. Betty Trainor was our second speaker in June of 2009, and 
presented a slide presentation on the Portuguese Water Dog Standard, illustrating the proper 
structure of the breed that allows them to do the work they were bred to do.  This same 
presentation is given to prospective PWD judges of the AKC and we were privileged to have it 
for our group. 
 
From the start, the people of the Nutmeg PWD club have been incredibly supportive of the 
new group and in the summer of 2009, Jane Freeman of Freestyle PWDs shared her expertise 
in water work with a two day working camp in June and then again in July and Marsha 
Dominguez followed up with a third camp in August, all held at the home of Gail and Sean 
Maguire on Lake Wequaquet on Cape Cod. The program was full and many new working teams 
got to try their hand at water work.  
 
Also that summer, with the assistance of PWDCA Regional Club Chair Chuck Teasley, we got 
our accreditation as an official regional club and our membership was well represented at the 
National in Illinois in 2009.  Our next project, getting recognized by the AKC, is a procedure 
that sounds simple but is, in fact, rather complicated. Recognition involves holding a series of 
events that complement the goals of the AKC in general, beginning with the approval of 
bylaws, defining membership "territory", and holding a series of matches.  We held our first 
Fun Match in January 2010 at the Canine Training Center in Rehoboth, donated for our use by 
Lynn Pray who shared her extensive expertise and energy to make sure that all activities met 
the requirements of the AKC.  The match was a great success with a huge attendance and 
wonderful judges, and included the opportunity for many to get their Canine Good Citizen 
certificates.  It was then time to plan our 2010 Annual Meeting, held at the Outer Reach 
Resort in Truro on Cape Cod from June 6-8. We had wonderful speakers, good meals, a Virtues 
Match, and loads of fun.  We followed that up with 2 additional water camps in July and 
September 2010 and a tracking clinic in October 2010. 
 
Our first two years have been very busy.  Our website, designed by Crawford Carroll, is among 
the best. Our board has met almost monthly to make this a user-friendly, hands-on club for all 
members whether show folk or pet folk. At this point, our membership has blossomed into 
more than 75 members located throughout Massachusetts and Rhode Island with a few more 
from Connecticut and New York.  
 
We're planning our first "B" Match to fulfill AKC requirements and we're working on setting up 
some dry dock workshops and “manners” workshops. To keep the momentum going, we need 
your help in launching a program for juniors and are exploring  
the possibility of agility events, so get involved and  
together let’s make Mayflower the best regional club  
out there. 
 

Paula Markiewicz 
President 
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Seminar with Betty Trainor, June 28, 2009 
 
Our first club event – a seminar – was held at MasterPeace Dog in Franklin, Massachusetts and 
involved a talk by Dr. Elizabeth Trainor on Understanding and Maintaining the Standard of 

the Breed.  Dr. Trainor provided a slide presentation on the history of the Portuguese Water 

Dog and the components that make up the current breed standard.  Her presentation was the 
same as is presented to AKC breed judges and examined the body structures that make a good 

working water dog.  Dr. Trainor and her late husband took over the Farmion Kennel 

established by Deyanne Miller and has been involved in breeding as well as reproductive 
veterinary services, including pioneering the use of cooled semen.  She is a conformation 

judge for the AKC and specializes on a number of working breeds including retrievers, 

spaniels, settlers, brittanys, weimaraners, dachshunds, Pyrenees, poodles, corgis, collies, and 
Portuguese water dogs. 

 

She presented attendees with a copy of the breed standard and a useful placard that provides 
a visualization of the standard’s requirements and the two acceptable grooming cuts. 

 

Betty was one of the founding board members of the Mayflower PWD club, although she 
stepped down from the board in January 2010, she remains a Special Advisor to the board. 
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All Breed Fun Match, January 23, 2010 
 
On January 23, 2010, Mayflower Portuguese Water Dog Club held its first, all breed, Fun 

Match at the Canine Training Center in Rehoboth Massachusetts.  A Fun Match offers an 
opportunity for dogs and their handlers to practice their skills and gain experience in a dog 

show setting that is run and judged just like an AKC sanctioned show.  The only difference is 

that points are not awarded. 
 

A total of 66 dogs participated in one or more of the following classes:  Obedience, Rally, 

Junior Showmanship, Adult Showmanship and Confirmation.  In the conformation ring dogs 
were shown in five of the six AKC groups:  Herding, Working, Sporting, Terrier and Hound 

with Debbie Gross Saunders judging Herding and Working, Betsy Denning judging the Terrier 

and Hound groups and Tracie LaLiberte judging the Sporting Group.  Obedience was judged 
by Debbie Cournoyer, Rally was judged by Lynn DePrizio and Junior and Adult Showmanship 

by Tracie LaLiberte. 

 
Canine Good Citizen(CGC) testing was also administered by Lynn DePrizio and 12 dogs passed 

that day.  In addition, Mary Korr, author of Winston the Water Dog, was in attendance.  She 

was accompanied by her husband, Ken, and their two Portuguese Water dogs, Maggie and 
Elvis.  Mary sold and signed copies of her book with the proceeds from the sales donated to 

the Portuguese Water Dog Foundation.  A wonderful, winter barbecue was available to all 

who attended the Match and a raffle was held that included the opportunity to bid on 2 
tickets to attend the Best in Show event at Westminster Kennel Club held in February 2010 

among many other great items.   

 
The Fun Match was so successful that it may become an annual event!! 

 
 
 

Photographs by Casey Siobhan 



 

 

Our First Annual Meeting, June 4-6, 2010 
 

Our first annual meeting was held at the Outer Reach Resort in Truro, Massachusetts and 
incorporated a number of events.  After checking in, participants gathered for a presentation 

by Dr. Marcia Aubin, DVM, of Ocean State Veterinary Specialists in Warwick, RI.  Dr. Aubin 

specializes in veterinary ophthalmology and earned her DVM from Iowa State University in 1988 
and her Master’s in Clinical Science with an ophthalmology residency from Colorado State 

University in 2001.  She provided a presentation on common heritable eye diseases in dogs and 

outlined those that most often affect Portuguese water dogs. 
 

Dr. Aubin then conducted a CERF clinic the following morning with 14 dogs being examined. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Following Dr. Aubin’s presentation, we all enjoyed a wine and finger food reception at 
Adrian’s Restaurant where unusual combinations of foods and gourmet mini pizzas were 

presented by the chef who specializes in regional Italian cuisine. 
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1st Annual Meeting (cont.) 
 

Grooming & Junior Handling Presentations 
 

On Saturday, Lynn Pray of the Canine Training Center in Rehoboth, Massachusetts provided a 

hands-on presentation on grooming the Portuguese water dog with special emphasis on basic 
care of the PWD, geared toward new PWD owners and pet owners rather than show grooming.  

Lynn trained with top professional poodle handler, Bud Dickey of Dassin Farm Poodles, and has 

more than 30 years of grooming experience.  She brought her supplies, a grooming table and 
grabbed Kathy Devlin’s, Chelsea, to demonstrate many techniques and tricks.  Lynn started 

with the bathing tips and finished with nail care, fielding many questions along the way.  She 

gave us a step-by-step look at how to take care of our portie’s; covering bathing to 
conditioning, brushing basics, ear care, and achieving the best retriever or lion cut.  Her hope 

is that we have learned how to keep the visits to our groomer a friendly experience without a 

million mats, ear problems and nasty nails! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later that day Lynn discussed what junior handlers are expected to do and how the classes are 
divided by experience, wins, etc.  She recommends the experience of participating in AKC 
Junior Showmanship to youngsters to better develop their handling skills, learn about good 
sportsmanship, and to gain knowledge about dogs and dog shows.   

Matthew and Holly Dion, two Junior Handlers from Lynn’s classes, assisted with demonstrations 
and shared their knowledge of show ring etiquette for all of us to observe and try to imitate.  
An excited group of both adults and young people followed Lynn’s directions and worked 
towards getting their dog into the proper position for judging.   She explained to the group how 
a handler needs to move in the pattern that a confirmation judge might request of the class 
that they are judging.  Only a few of us tripped over our dog, or got tangled in our leashes as 
we tried to comply with Lynn’s commands! 

We hope that a taste of confirmation class might entice a few of our young portie owners to 
consider participating in the AKC Junior Showmanship.  Kathy Devlin can be reached at 401-
862-9013 if you are interested in Junior’s and would like more information.  We are excited to 
have Lynn Pray and her daughter, Courtney, as a resource to assist our club.   
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1st Annual Meeting (cont.) 
 
Virtues Match 
 
Following lunch, participants gathered for a Virtues Match judged by Lois Sanford.  Ms. Sanford 
stepped through the components of the breed standard, choosing a dog/bitch that best 

represented that component.  The winner’s were: 

 

• Best eyes/expression:  Sakonnet Loba Linda (Ferrari), owned by Bev & Joe Migliore 

• Best head piece, female:  Pouch Cove’s Darbydale Incognito (Indy), owned by Paula 

Markiewicz 

• Best head piece, male:  DandeLion’s Maxwell’s Silver Hammer (Max), owned by Victoria 

Morro & William Varr III 

• Best neck:  Satchmo, owned by Ellen Sard 

• Best forequarters:  Breakwater’s Many Moons (Halle), owned by Paula Markiewicz 

• Best hindquarters:  Sakonnet Quatro Diamontes (Asta), owned by Kari Lavalli & Mimi 

Johnson 

• Best tail & tail set:  Sakonnet Seridor do Neptuno (Darwin), owned by Kari Lavalli 

• Best size/proportions/substance, male:  HRM Chips Ahoy (Davi), owned by Denise Jerue 

• Best size/proportions/substance, female:  Imagine My Surprise (Daphne), owned by 

Ellen Sard 

• Best coat:  DandeLion’s California Dreaming (Cali), owned by Susan & Mark Lanoue 

• Best gait:  Pouch Cove’s Darbydale Incognito (Indy), owned by Paula Markiewicz 

• Best in match:  DandeLion’s California Dreaming (Cali), owned by Susan & Mark Lanoue 
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1st Annual Meeting (cont.) 

 

Tracking Presentation and Noseworks Demo 
 
Following the Virtues Match, participants had the choice of going for walks, hanging out with 

friends and their dogs, having caricatures of their dogs drawn, or attending a lecture by Kari 
Lavalli, Ph.D. about the current state of biological knowledge on how dogs can detect odors.  

Dr. Lavalli received her Ph.D. in biological sciences from the Boston University Marine 

Program in Woods Hole, MA and studied under Dr. Jelle Atema, an expert in olfaction in fish 
and lobsters.  Dr. Lavalli’s lecture included a description of the anatomical aspects of the 

dog’s nasal cavity and why its design leads to an improved sense of smell over that of 

humans, as well as a description of new studies examining flow through the nasal cavity 
during inhalation and exhalation.  She finished up by describing the various olfactory tasks 

that dogs can do for humans and gave participants a brief “how to” lesson on starting a dog 

tracking.    
 

After the lecture, Dr. Lavalli provided the participants with a demonstration of the newest 

competition level “game” of Noseworks.  She dropped a group of boxes outdoors in the 
parking lot, and in one of these boxes was placed food and a metal tin containing birch odor.  

She then asked her dog, Darwin, to find the odor, which he did.  After this demo, she hid the 

birch tin on her car and asked the dog to search the car to find the odor.  She also provided 
a demonstration on how to get your dog started on this fun activity. 
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Kari & Asta tracking at Wrentham’s fields with 
club member John Karlsson 

Asta locating the box in Noseworks 



 

 

1st Annual Meeting (cont.) 

 

Book Signing 
 
While CERF exams were being conducted, Mary Korr read from  

and signed copies of her book Winston the Water Dog, the  
sales of which benefitted the Portuguese Water Dog Foundation.   

 
 
 

 
 
Caricatures by Phil 
 

Phil Oliveira, who teaches in the art design  

school in Rhode Island, graciously provided  

fantastic caricatures of participants’ dogs  
for a minimal $5.00 fee.  He captured the  

essence of the dog’s personalities in these  

caricatures.  Verne Foster – you have  
potential competition here!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Brunch Lecture on Our Spiritual Connection with Dogs 
 

The annual meeting wrapped up Sunday over brunch with a presentation by Tracie Laliberte 
who is working on her Ph.D. at Salve Regina University in RI about the spiritual connection 

between us and our dogs.  Tracie has a long history with rearing and grooming dogs and is an 

active AKC judge and columnist for various newspapers and the AKC Gazette.  She traced the 
history of the human-dog relationship, how the dog is represented in myth and how the dog 

may be a model for God (divine love), and how the dog in today’s modern society represents 

a connection to nature and helps humans regain lost spirituality. 
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Water Camps, 2009 
 

Of course, having water dogs means that water “should” be a major activity for them.  

However, some of our dogs aren’t too sure about water – and some of our owners aren’t 
either!   In summer 2009 and again in summer 2010, our club offered 2-day water camps 

designed to get our PWDs and their owners comfortable about working in the water and 

doing the various tasks that are part of our breed’s water trials.  Both sets of camps were 
held at the house of Gail and Sean Maguire in Centerville, MA at a perfectly lovely setting.  

We can’t thank Gail and Sean enough for the gracious donation of their time, their land, 

their house, their beach and their boat for these camps!   
 

The first two water camps in June & July 2009 were taught by Jane Freeman, long time 

water enthusiast and water trainer.  She helped dogs that weren’t comfortable about 
swimming make that transition from wader to swimmer and then showed participants how to 

board dogs on boats, ride comfortably on the back of boats, and begin retrieving training in 

the water.  Some young dogs discovered the joy of water and became very enthusiastic 
swimmers.  A few dogs were “seasoned” swimmers and so their owners were able to focus 

on skill building for water trials.  These first camps seemed to attract mostly board members 

and their dogs as well as a few of our local members.  Weather was generally cooperative 
and the setting was spectacular.  Fun was had by all. 
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Kamenko & Maia 

Michael & Velvet 

Kim & Katie 

Kevin & Ernie  

Photographs by Kamenko Pajic 

Bonnie & Maia 



 

----

Water Camps, 2009 (cont.) 
 

The third water camp in August 2009 was taught by Marsha Dominguez, another long time 

water enthusiast, and this camp attracted more local members.  Again, the main focus was 
to successfully teach dogs that they could swim and to get them comfortable in the water 

and on the boat.  We had a few very young dogs (one 5 months) try their paws at swimming 

and a number of seasoned swimmers participate.  Many dogs began to really focus on the 
specific retrieval tasks involved in water trials.    Shortly after this water camp, we were all 

pleased to learn that Gail Maguire, our host, and her dog, Dory, attained their Apprentice 

Water Dog title at the Nutmeg water trials in Monroe, CT!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-- 
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Kathy & Lily trying the underwater retrieve 
Kari & 5 mo old Darwin 

Marsha & Halle 

Kathy & Lily 

Marsha with 

Velvet 

Photographs by Nancy Meehan 

Allen & Lissy 



Water Camps, 2010 
 

The water camps were repeated in July and early September 2010 with Jane Freeman 

teaching the first camp and Jane Harding teaching the second.  The sessions held July 20 and 
21 had perfect weather on both days  – warm, but not too hot.  There was a little bit of rain 

the first day, but it held off until after the session had ended.  

   
Everyone got an opportunity to work on whatever it was that their dog most needed to learn 

or improve on.  From simply getting used to swimming (those ducks were great motivators!) 

and being exposed to a boat for the first time to working on Courier Water Dog tasks like 
retrieving the buoy ball – Jane was a patient and wonderful teacher.  
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Anat & Mika Jackie & Nani 

Phil & Brody 

Ryan & Davi 

Cathy & Flora 

Cathy & Flora 

Photographs by Kim Nickerson 



Water Camps, 2010 (cont.) 
 

In early September Jane Harding provided a great deal of general training advice applicable 

to both land and water obedience skills and retrieval tasks and – kudos to her – helped one of 
our board members get her Portuguese Wading Dog to actually swim without completely 

going into panic mode.  Following the July camp, board member Kathy Devlin and her dog, 

Lily, attained their Apprentice Water Dog title at the PWDsNE water trials in Maine and Kim 
Nickerson and her dog, Katie, attained their Apprentice Water Dog title and Working Dog 

title at the Nutmeg water trials in Connecticut! 

 
We look forward to continuing these camps in summer 2011 and may have a new location for 

them in southern MA or in central MA.  Stay tuned and please consider joining us!!! 
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Kim & Katie 
Kim & Aubrey 

Gail & Nauset Gail & Nauset  

Mike & Velvet 

Photographs by Kim Nickerson 

Lily towing the buoy line 



-
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Tracking Clinic, Oct. 23-24, 2010 
 

The club held its first tracking clinic with AKC tracking judge Miles Garrod.  Miles annually 
teaches clinics for the Tracking Club of Massachusetts every October in Ayer, MA.  After 

finishing up their clinic the weekend before, he came down to Rehoboth, MA to teach a 

weekend clinic for us at the Canine Training Center of Lynn Pray’s.  Lynn and her husband 
cleared a set of fields for us to work the dogs outside and provided a lovely, heated 

classroom for the lecture portion of the clinic, which beat the drafty barn setting in Ayer!  

The Tracking Club of MA also referred a number of participants to us after filling their clinic.  
Many thanks are due to the Prays and TCM for their help! 

 

Miles started the clinic by providing the participants with a lecture on how dogs use their 
nose to track and what the AKC rules are for the basic entry title of Tracking Dog (TD).  He 

expanded this to let participants know additional tasks needed for the Tracking Dog 

Excellent title (TDX) and the Variable Surface Tracking Dog title (VST).  After this, everyone 
went outside to teach the dogs “the game.”  Each participant double laid a 10-20-10 pace 

track to begin with an article at the start flag and a baited article at the end point.  They 

then increased the track lengths to 10-20-20 and 10-20-30.  Some of the dogs “got” the game 
immediately, while others wandered about more-or-less aimlessly.  We then broke for lunch, 

putting the dogs in crates to “think” about what they had just experienced.  After lunch, 

Miles engaged the participants in a discussion about what we had done and then we went out 
again to run the dogs on one final 10-20-40 track.  Amazingly, the majority of the dogs did 

what Miles referred to as “a much more distinguished and dignified performance.” 
 

 

Teaching the “game” 

Photographs by Chris Framson 



www.mayflowerpwd.com        page 15 

Tracking Clinic, Oct. 23-24, 2010 
 

The second day of the workshop was devoted to teaching participants how to introduce a 
turn to the dogs – something that would come much later in training, but something that 

Miles wanted to make sure each participant would understand how to do.  We took the 

working teams over to the Rehoboth Fairgrounds and set up a series of 10-20-30 pace tracks 
with a baited article at the end of the track.  After running the dogs on this track, 

participants re-laid the track, but this time picked up the article at the end, inserted a flag, 

and then made a 45-degree turn and walked off another 30 paces, dropping the baited 
article at the end.  All of the dogs did a spectacular job of figuring this new piece of the 

puzzle out, and executed turns in the correct direction.  If the handlers weren’t convinced 

that their dogs “got it”, this convinced them.  Miles then finished off the day by explaining 
to everyone the steps they should take for continued training. 

 

The club also held a raffle of a tracking bag with all of the gear necessary to get started and 
a tracking book with tracking maps authored and graciously donated by Sil Saunders.  The 

clinic was open to all breeds and we had a good variety of dogs attending (5 PWDs, 1 Golden 

Retriever, 1 Doberman, 1 Flat-coated Retriever, 1 American Staffordshire, 1 German 
Shepherd, and 1 mixed lab).  By all accounts, the participants had a great time and learned 

enough to go forth and track with their dogs.  We hope to offer this clinic regularly. 
 

Ann Camp & Piper – coming up to the turn 

Ann Camp & Piper – making the turn to find the article 

Photographs by Chris Framson 



Water Training: Novice Tips from a Novice 
 
I got my first dog when I was 17 – it was an AKC registered Doberman red & tan pup who was 
hyperactive and had the OCD behavior of sucking his thigh and eating inappropriate objects 
(like rose bushes, steel wool, blankets, etc.).  While I trained him to be a pet, I was heading 
off to college and didn’t have the time or the interest to train him for competition.  My next 
two dogs were Siberian huskies, neither of which came with registration papers.  With my 
first sibe, I worked hard to get an off leashed trained sibe (a major feat), and also trained 
her to track, but being involved in graduate school and research, I had no time to compete 
and no real ability without papers.  My second sibe was a 9 month old, completely ignored 
and untrained rescue who required lots of work just to civilize.  My next dog was a rescue 
border collie: smart, but disabled and so never trained for anything more than living 
comfortably with us.  And then I got my first PWD.  I got her at 16 weeks and exposed her to 
everything – water, other dogs, classes, the world.  She was my kayaking buddy and she 
quickly trained in rally and obedience work.  She got her CGC before she turned 1 and before 
she was 2 years old, she had her RN and RA titles as well as her CD.  I then started training 
her to track and thought that water would be fun.  She’d visit my mother’s house on 
Buttermilk Bay and jump into the water with the border collie and stick her entire face 
underwater to grab quahog shells – I thought, “great!  This will be easy.”  Well, it wasn’t – 
turns out she was really a Portuguese Wading Dog in disguise and not so keen on the 
swimming part of water work.   
 

At 2.5 years, she was bred to a lovely wavy male and produced 7 male pups, 3 of which were 
improper coats.  I had no intention of keeping any of the pups as I was still very involved in 
training her and had begun work towards her CDX and UD obedience titles, as well as 
continuing with tracking, and wanting to start agility training.  However, one of her IC pups – 
a quiet, pensive little guy whom we initially named “Fetch” because he constantly had toys 
in his mouth and who nobody seemed to want, was starting to show his true colors.  At 8 
weeks he could escape from the whelping box; at 12 weeks, he was sailing over child gates 
and climbing out of adult X-pens.  He didn’t pull on leash – he heeled.  He stared right at you 
and learned sit and down in three demonstrations.  He was happy to sit in front of you and 
train for a half hour a day.  So at 5 months of age (his first summer), I took him to one of our 
club’s water camps.  He got right into the water without prompting.  He jumped up on the 
boat platform and then fell off and sunk underwater.  He came right back up and jumped 
back on the boat as if saying “wow, that was fun!”  Marsha Dominguez said, “you should 
keep him!”  And so I did.  We renamed him Darwin. 
 

Summer ended and I focused on training both dogs in tracking and both in their own level of 
obedience work.  As soon as spring arrived, I began looking to buy a used rowboat and finally 
nabbed one in late May.  I had a friend who lived on 2-acres with a pond at the end of her 
property and she let me leave the boat there and train whenever I wanted.  Heather Shilo 
and Deb Vaccaro stepped up and helped me get started in water training by giving me a set 
of tips for training on shore first and then in the water.  But then I hit a snag.  My now 1 yr 
old boy who had loved water as a pup, didn’t want to do anything more than wade.  He now 
balked the moment his paws failed to touch the lake bottom.  
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Novice Tips from a Novice (cont.) 
 
I tried enticing him into the water by going in and calling him, by throwing his favorite 
dummy, by showing him fantastic food when I knew he was hungry.  He refused to go past 
the point where he’d have to swim.  Finally Heather and Deb suggested taking him for a row 
(in his lifejacket), leaving me on the shore.  They rowed out a fair distance (60-70 ft) and 
then told me to call him and start walking away.  Sure enough, without thinking, he lept 
straight up in the air, landed in the water and swam directly to me.  After that, he would 
walk out to the swimming point, leap up, and swim.  He went from swim aversive to 
swimming maniac.  But then a new problem arose – control.  He was perfectly willing to 
retrieve anything from the water, but bringing it back to me was another thing altogether.  
A game of chase (without me) was plenty of fun and so was a game of roll-in-the-muck.   

So I trained and trained both on land and at my friend’s beach until I had the dog doing all of 
the components of the Junior Water dog work and most of the components of Apprentice.  I 
entered him in the PWDsNE trial in Scarborough.  The beach there is lovely, large and very 
open.  Standard obedience rings were placed around the working area of the beach and 
extended 1-2 ft before the water’s edge.  On Day 1, after a 3 min warm-up in the water, my 
dog dove in for his dummy, came to the water’s edge, and took off, ran around, sand dove, 
and had a marvelous time.  On Day 2, it was very windy and the gates kept falling down, so 
the judge told the stewards to just leave them on the ground.  I knew, in my heart of hearts, 
that that was going to be bad.  I gave him no warm up other than to walk into the water 
with me, get wet, and come back to shore.  To my amazement, my dog actually brought me 
the dummy, nicely got on the boat, nicely swam out to me and boarded the boat, and then, 
just when I thought we might make it, looked at me when I said “heel” (to follow me into 
the water), and took off over the fallen gates for a very nice run around the beach. 
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Novice Tips from a Novice (cont.) 
 
I returned home and trained nothing but recalls for 3 weeks:  in my house, in my yard, at my 
friend’s yard, at her beach, and in tracking fields.  I didn’t train any of the water 
components until I had proofed the recall in all of those locations multiple times.  I had 
already entered him in the Nutmeg Farmington trials.  Like the Maine location, Farmington 
has a lovely, large, open beach.  Here they do not put up obedience gating, but instead 
fasten a long white chain to posts at the beach.  I saw that and thought, “Hmm, my dog will 
look at that as a wide open beach.”  So again, I decided that I would do no warm up – just 
get the dog wet and then begin the trial.  On Day 1, he did a perfect retrieve, a lovely board 
the boat, and a great swim to the boat and board.  On the way back to shore, he fell off the 
boat and that was it – zoomies all over the beach.  On Day 2, he again did a perfect retrieve, 
boat ride, and swim to and boarding of the boat.  This time I had a death grip on his harness 
as we came off the boat and so I got him nicely set up for the heel with me into the water to 
swim to the marker.  The judge asked me if I was ready and after checking my dog, I said 
“yes.”  I asked him if he was “ready?” and then gave him the “heel” command.  He looked 
to the left and took off to go bark at the photographer at the edge of the beach who dared 
to snap photos of him.  I called him back to the boat (‘cause he loves boats), got him set up 
again and gave him the command a second time.  He shot off to the judge’s tent, found the 
photographer, and barked at her some more just to let her know that he still was irritated 
with her.  I called him again to a boat, got his leash, and, because I was damned if he wasn’t 
going to go with me to the marker, leashed him up and made him go for a swim with me.  
We were done for the season with a new issue to work on – distractions of people along the 
edges of the ring.  My only consolation was that he wasn’t the dog who found the dead fish 
and flung it overhead! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water work is challenging because all components are off leash and in a wide open venue.  
Young dogs who are easily distracted find this a challenging environment in which to work.  I 
offer the following tips for those of you who would like to train for competition: 

1) You MUST have a perfect recall on your dog.  Remember, dogs are contextual, so if 
you have a perfect recall in an obedience ring (like I do), that doesn’t mean you have 
one outside in your yard; likewise, if you have a perfect recall in your yard, that 
doesn’t mean you have one in an open field or at a beach.  You must train perfect 
recalls in ALL possible locations and you must train at wide open beaches.  A perfect 
recall is probably the MOST important aspect of the beginning water titles. 
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Novice Tips from a Novice (cont.) 
 

2) Your dog MUST deliver retrieved items to your hand and not engage in a game of 
chase.  That means that if you play fetch with your dog, your dog must understand 
the difference between that game and a formal retrieval command.  You can work 
the retrieve at home indoors or outdoors throughout the winter.  Practice having your 
dog “take” anything you ask him to – I currently have mine picking up all food bowls 
after meals, anything I drop, my slippers, etc. to deliver to me.  I use “Take It” as 
the retrieval command and “Get it” as a fetch game command.  A “Take It” must be 
accomplished, while a “Get it” is the dog’s choice. 

3) When training the dummy carry to the boat, some dogs simply don’t like jumping up 
with something in their mouth.  At the trials, I saw dogs flip the dummy into the boat 
or drop it into the water after boarding (automatic NQ).  If you have such a dog, 
remember you can ask the dog to sit before boarding the boat, and can take the 
dummy from his mouth first and then ask the dog to board the boat.  You can train 
this component at home by having your dog take and hold the dummy and heel with 
you to the couch, the bed, or a chair. 

4) If your dog likes water, but is iffy about swimming, you have to find a way to get 
them over the issue of their feet not touching the bottom.  The technique I used for 
my male worked only because he is a momma’s boy who hates it if I walk away from 
him.  But my female, when I tried this same technique, said, “yeah, what do I care 
where you go – I’m just going to sit here on the boat.”  So with Jane Harding’s help, 
I’ve begun to show her that she can swim and that she can listen to me while 
swimming and follow me around.  I would strongly suggest working with a good water 
trainer if you have this problem. 

5) When training the underwater retrieve, watch for pawing of the whiffle ball or 3-
pronged sinker.  You can try holding the article underwater and asking for a retrieve 
and withdrawing the article every time the dog paws at it.  Or you can put the article 
in a bucket and ask the dog to retrieve out of that until he just shoves its head in and 
gets it.  Then move it to the open water.  If pawing can’t be extinguished, train the 
bait bucket instead. 

6) Make sure your dog will follow you into the water and go to the marker with you.  
Train on leash until you have this behavior down pat.  Training the marker can be 
done on shore with a 3” wide, 3 ft high piece of PVC pipe inserted into a toilet 
flange.  Teach the dog to touch it and eventually go around it and then add distance. 

7) Once you have all of these components down, train them all over again with 
distractions.  There are a LOT of distractions at a water trial, including dead fish.  
(So have a good “Leave It” command too.) 

 

Most of all, have fun with your dog in the water.   
Good luck and happy training! 

Kari Lavalli 
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Member Brags:  
 

Anat Cunha:  Mika (Ch Wayfarer CnSand Pure Karma RN, CGC, TDI, Delta) earned her championship this 

year!  She continues to do a great deal of therapy work at schools and nursing homes. 

Kathleen Devlin:  Lily (Deewal Carmar Water Lily CGC, RN, AWD) earned her Apprentice Water Dog title 

at the PWDsNE water trial in Scarborough, Maine on August 15th.  Her daughter Chelsea (BaySide’s Castle 

Hill Light CGC, RN) earned her Rally Novice title at the Cape Cod shows in September. 

Kimberly DuCharme Nickerson:  Katie (Finisterra N Freestyle Wickedgood CGC, RN, AWD, WWD, NJP) 

earned her CGC and then her Apprentice Water Dog title at the Nutmeg water trial in Monroe, 

Connecticut on August 21st and her Working Water Dog title on August 22nd.  She followed up those 

successes by finishing her Rally Novice title in October and came in 3rd and 2nd place at her first agility 

trials in October, and then earned her Novice Jumpers with Weaves Preferred agility title with several 1st 

places in November. 

Jane Harding:  Pippin (Ch Cutwater The Apple Of My Eye OA, OAJ, OF, RN, AAD, WWD) earned her Rally 

Novice title with a 1st Place in May, followed by her CKC Novice Agility title with three 1st places.  She 

earned a High in Trial in Agility at the PWDCC National Specialty and a 1st place in 20" JWW. She finished 

her Breed Championship handled by Kim Pastella for the last major. This summer she earned her AKC 

Open Agility title and followed that by earning her AKC Open Fast title in October. She also earned her 

AAD USDAA Agility title in November with 1st placements in both Standard and Snooker. 

Kari Lavalli:  Both Asta (Sakonnet Quatro Diamontes CD, RE, CGC, TDI) and Darwin (Sakonnet Seridor do 

Neptuno CGC) were the subjects of two articles.  The first, published in the Jan/Feb 2010 Courier, 

entitled Improperly Coated Portuguese Water Dogs, by Karen Miller, displays Darwin in 4 photos from an 8 

week old puppy to a 21 week old puppy.  Darwin’s brother, Salty, is also portrayed in the preceding 

announcement of the IC test.  The second article published in the Journal of Heredity, vol. 101(5), 

entitled An Insertion in the RSPO2 Gene Correlates with Improper Coat in the Portuguese Water Dog, by 

Heidi Parker et al., displays Asta and her mate (Sakonnet Jogo da Sorte, “Tiller”) and their entire litter 

from 2009.  Both parents and offspring were used to field test the new IC gene test.   Asta completed her 

Rally Excellent Title in March and Darwin earned his CGC in April.  In October, Darwin also obtained his 

first leg in Rally Novice with a 97 score and his first leg in Beginner Novice Obedience with a 193.5 score. 

Paula Markiewicz:  Indy (Ch. Pouch Cove’s Darbydale Incognito) received her Grand Championship at 

Morris & Essex in October following several wins, best of opposites and select in the Best of Breed 

category.  Her puppy, Phoebe (DandeLion's Free Bird), picked up several points during the summer and 

just got a three point major, bringing her two-thirds of the way toward her championship.  Another 

puppy, Ivy (DandeLion's She's Got Bette Davis Eyes), picked up her first 3 point major at the Cape Cod 

Kennel Club show in September. 

Nancy Meehan:  Velvet (Rockmere's Heaven Sent Black Velvet) earned her CGC at the fun match in 

January in Rehoboth. 

Jackie Oliveira:  Brody (Querida Brisa de Baia CGC) and Nani (Sun Joy Nnani Wai’Ilio CGC) both earned 

their CGC at the fun match in January in Rehoboth. 

 

Congratulations to All!    Send us your brags for future Newsletters! 
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Mayflower PWD Upcoming Events: Mark Your Calendars 

January 22, 2011 – Festivus celebration with Mayflower club members.  
Please join us at Vicki & Bill Varr’s home in East Freetown, MA for a 
potluck dinner & celebration.  Watch for our upcoming announcement. 
 
February, 2011 – Manners seminar with Phyllis Zusman (founder of 
4myPWDs) at the Canine Training Center in Rehoboth, MA.  Does your 
PWD have some annoying habits that you would like to extinguish?  
Jumping on people? Going nuts when the doorbell rings? Counter-
surfing?  Then this half-day seminar is for you!  Phyllis has raised and 
bred a number of porties and teaches pet manners for the Concord Dog 
Training Club.  She brings her extensive experience with porties and 
training to help you manage your pet and make life with a portie ever 
so much more pleasant.  This seminar is designed primarily for pet 
owners and will be priced accordingly, and we encourage anyone 
interested to attend.  Watch for an upcoming announcement to the 
membership for date, registration, and pricing. 
 
March 26, 2011  – Debbie Gross Saunders seminar at the Canine Training 
Center in Rehoboth, MA.   Dr. Saunders will be teaching participants 
how to stretch your dog for health and competition using the “On the 
Ball” techniques she has developed. Watch our website for registration 
and pricing. 
 
April 2-3, 2011 – Dry Dock Weekend Workshop with Deborah Lee Miller-
Riley at Canine Mastery in Seekonk, MA.  Get a head start on water 
training by learning how to teach your dog the basics on land.  Watch 
our website for registration and pricing. 
 

NOTE:  Our current board members’ terms are coming 
to an end in 2011 and we are putting together a 
nominating committee to propose board members for 
2012.  We are seeking highly energetic volunteers!  If 
anyone would like to serve on either various 
committees or on the board, please contact Paula at 
Paulamc21@yahoo.com.  We’d love to hear from you! 
 
Newsletter submissions should be directed to our 

newsletter editor, Kari at klavalli@yahoo.com 
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In Memorium 
 
 
Satchmo (May 28, 2002 - November 5, 2010) 
-- loved by Ellen Sard & Richard Salus and furry friend Daphne 
 


