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Message From Our President!
I can’t believe that we are already into fall. It seems to me
like we just celebrated Memorial Day. So, now that the
vacations are over and the kids are back to school, it’s time to
concentrate on the “furry kids” and all the things we can do
with them.
The first weekend in August we had a Board of Directors
Meeting hosted by Gail Maguire on beautiful Lake Wequaquet.
It came up in conversation that there is a perception that the
club focus is on Cape Cod and the South Shore and I thought it
would be a good idea to address that perception.
The fact is, the majority of our activities are scheduled away
from the Cape, usually in a central location, in order to make
travelling to events less challenging for most of our members.
We do try to keep things close for our Rhode Island members
as well as Western Mass and New Hampshire. The exception to
that is the water work. After checking out and trying other
locations, we have focused on Camp Goods News in Sandwich
as the beaches work better for us, it is typically warmer on
Cape Cod in late Spring/early Summer than other areas, and
the price to rent allows our club the ability to offer training at
a reasonable expense. Everything else we do is held off-Cape,
so check out our website and this newsletter and see for
yourself. Please let your board know of sites that you think
might be great for member activities and we will be happy to
check them out.
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At the August Board Meeting we accepted the resignation of board member Vicki Morro
who was voted in at our last Festivus. Vicki has been replaced by Phyllis Zusman, a
long-time PWD owner breeder who taught our Manners Seminar several years ago. We
also discussed future events which Kari Lavalli will highlight in this newsletter. Kari
not only spearheads the majority of our events, checks out sites, teaches and always
volunteers, she has never missed a Board Meeting and is always willing to help …
anyone …, so take advantage of her good nature and extensive knowledge of portie
activities.
Last year we held our first OFA eye clinic as part of our Festivus meeting. Opthalmic
Surgeon, Dr. Bill Greentree, handled this clinic, due in part, as a response to a newly
identified eye disease. Holding clinics keeps the cost of testing down considerably,
should be done annually, and should definitely include pets as well as breeding stock.
Participating will help to identify and eventually decrease, if not eliminate, the
disease.
It has been awhile since our last newsletter and we are summarizing past events held
in the last two years to give you all an idea of what we have done, as well as provide
information on planned events for 2014. So, read on and become active members of
your club. We are as much about pets as performance dogs and the more you become
involved, the better we are as a club ‐‐ our events provide great ways to socialize too.
We are offering several events this fall and winter: a nosework/scentwork event
where you can learn about this game to do with your dog(s) just for fun or for
competition, our annual Festivus celebration with health clinics, demos, dog
photography sessions, and scrumptious food, and a B Match later in the winter months.
We are in the process of formulating water camps and trying to arrange a tracking
clinic, and would welcome suggestions of other events that you would like to see us
hold.
In the meantime, if you should need help with anything PWD, every member of our
board is there to help you. Board member Chris Framson, along with Nancy Meehan,
and former board member Ellen Sard, have been very busy helping several local PWD
owners place older dogs into new homes or reuniting those dogs with their breeders
for placement. If anyone would like to serve as foster
homes for PWDs needing placement, please contact
Chris Framson.
I look forward to seeing you at future Mayflower events.

Paula Markiewicz
President
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Festivus Celebration, January 13, 2013
For 2013, the club decided to hold a more extensive Festivus celebration. We rented the
facility of SureFire Dogs in Westborough, MA and because of its expansive space, were
able to hold an event that included dogs and their owners. Due to the announcement of
a new eye disease in the breed, we also scheduled an eye exam with veterinary
opthamalogist William Greentree who, with his son Henry as an able helper, was able to
check 35 dogs (mostly PWDs).
We also held a number of demos. Kari Lavalli’s dog Darwin provided the participants with
a noseworks demo with hides located in a drawer in the front office area and under the
A-Frame in the agility ring. Darwin was able to source both hides very quickly, amazing
his audience and earning a large chew stick courtesy of the club. Anat Cunhu then gave
a very useful demonstration, using participant dogs, of how to clip nails properly, clean
and pluck ears, express those ever pesky anal glands, and do minor clipping jobs. Then
Karen Ash and her dog Mariah provided a great demonstration of the fun that one can
have with agility training. She also ran Ditto, Jay Doster’s dog, around the ring.
As always, participants brought fantastic dishes for consumption, including an Edible
Arrangement of fresh fruit. The annual meeting was held in record time, with the voting
in of a new treasurer, Kent Phillips, and a new director, Vicky Morro, who replace former
treasurer Kamenko Pajic and former director Jackie Driscoll. Both Kamenko and Jackie
served the club from its inception and have been hugely helpful in making it financially
secure with a good membership base. We all thank them for their hard work for the club
and hope to see them at various club events.
The celebration ended with a Yankee grab for the dogs – gift bags full of doggie treats
and/or toys were placed randomly in a ring and dogs entered the ring, one at a time, to
choose their own gift bag. We had a very good turn out of both human and dogs and the
dogs were incredibly well behaved.
Festivus 2014 should prove to be equally fun! We have rented DogStar Activity Center in
Acton for this year’s event and plan on holding another eye clinic, and possibly other
health clinics (Optigen testing, and possible AKC DNA collections, RD testing, and
microchipping). We have scheduled Karen Hocker Photography to provide, for a
reasonable fee, 30 minute mini photo sessions with your dogs in a wintry themed
background, and hope to include another grooming demo. As always, we’ll have our
wonderful member-supplied food and will have another Yankee grab for the dogs. Please
plan to attend!
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Dry Dock Workshop, March 24-25, 2012
Deborah Lee Miller Riley once again
travelled to Massachusetts to provide the
club with a 2-day dry dock workshop at
Waggin Tails in Westford, MA. We had 7
beginner students (including a very young
puppy who was getting started early in
water work) and 5 advanced students
participating with one auditor. Ten of these
dogs were PWDs.
Skills required for successful water work include retrieving on command, retrieving
to hand, directed retrieving, and willingness to return to you or go away from you as
directed. Deb showed all participants how to start training these skills in their dogs, or
how to enhance what they already had as behaviors.

www.mayflowerpwd.com

page 6

Water Camp at Camp Good News in Sandwich, MA –
June 23-24, 2012
Deborah Lee Miller Riley joined us for water camps at the beautiful site on Snake Pond in
Sandwich, MA. We had 14 beginner dogs, 9 of which were PWDs, and 17 advanced dogs, 12
twelve of which were PWDs. She used her platform system for training dogs to become
comfortable in the water. These platforms work on the idea of being little submerged islands
that dogs can stand on – a safe zone in the water to which the dog can orient. For a dog that is
not comfortable in the water, knowing that he or she can walk out (initially) and swim out (later)
to such an island is a real confidence builder. As the dog becomes more and more confident,
the platform can be moved slightly deeper.
At this water camp, we used two such platforms – a shallow water platform and a deeper water
platform. Eventually most dogs were able to swim from the shallow to the deep water platform.
For advanced dogs, we trained swimming between two deep water platforms while carrying
objects to and from people at those platforms.
The weather was lovely, the beach was great, and the dogs had a marvelous time. Thanks to
Anat Cunhu for volunteering her boat and allowing many dogs to take their first ride on a
platform.
After the camp concluded on Saturday, the club held a picnic with Joe Markewicz as cook for the
hot dogs and hamburgers. Everyone brought fabulous side dishes and enjoyed the lovely setting
with the other participants.
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Water Camp at Camp Wind-in-the-Pines, Leicester,
MA – July 21-22, 2012
Deborah Lee Miller Riley joined us again for a water camp at Stiles Reservoir in Leicester, MA.
We had 13 beginner dogs, 9 of which were PWDs, and 7 advanced dogs, 6 twelve of which were
PWDs. For beginners, she used her platform system to help beginners become comfortable in
the water. All the dogs had a great time and learned to swim. Advanced dogs and their
handlers practiced skills important for the water trials in Maine and Connecticut.
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Water Camp at Camp Good News, Sandwich, MA –
June 1-2, 2013
Karen Kirby Ash, Jay Doster, and Kari Lavalli offered a beginners water camp early in water
season this year at a children’s campsite on Snake Pond in Sandwich, MA. We had 8
participants with dogs and 2 participants who wanted to see what water work was all about;
all but 3 of the dogs were Portuguese Water dogs. Two Newfoundlands and a Dalmation joined
us for lots of splash fun.
Participants learned how to engage their dogs at beach-side, how to navigate to platform
islands, both shallow and deep, and how to use the platforms to make their dogs feel safe
while learning to swim. While the emphasis was not on retrieving skills or trial based skills,
some participants played water retrieving skills with dogs that were comfortable in the water;
others mainly worked on swimming skills. All dogs left being very comfortable swimming and
following their handlers.
The club also rolled out its first round of embroidered items: fleeces, tee-shirts, sweatshirts,
and canvas bags and sold more than half of the merchandise on hand.
We hope to make this an annual event to get members with new puppies or yearlings working
in the water early each summer season. Stay tuned to our website for announcements of more
water camps coming up.
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The Fight Against Hemangiosarcoma
By Mayflower Member, Anat Cunhu
I am the owner of Karma Portuguese Water Dogs and
just like you, I have been absolutely spell bound by
this amazing breed. Like so many of you, the primary
reason that drew us to this incredible breed was my
husband and 3 children having terrible allergies to
both cats and dogs. So our quest for a family pet led
us to the then rare PWD.
My husband and I got our first PWD in 1991, an adorable 6 month brown PWD male, named Deja.
He immediately stole our heart and the love affair with this incredible breed began. Although
Deja was quite a challenge when he first joined our young family, he quickly became a beloved
family member and more like a sibling and child rather than a "dog". We had Deja for just a
short 6 years until his sudden death in 1997. We were devastated by his loss, and felt as if we
had failed him somehow. At this time, admittedly, we really didn’t know too much about the
health issues surrounding this breed and had much difficulty understanding why or how we lost
him so young. Our sweet Deja left us with a gaping hole in all of our hearts and it took many
years before I was willing to love like that again.
It wasn’t until 2007 that we decided we would get another PWD, never forgetting the impact
Deja had left in our hearts and minds. We knew this was the only breed for us!
I can’t say for sure what stole Deja from
us, but in recent times I have heard too
many stories just like mine, and the
killer has been Hemangiosarcoma!
With so many of our dogs along with
so many other breeds being affected
by this horrible disease, I believe that
together we can do more and make a
difference!
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For this reason I have recently founded a campaign called “Groomed For a Cure” which has
partnered with The Portuguese Water Dog Foundation, where all the proceeds earmarked for
GFAC go directly to HSA reasearch!
The mission statement from the PWDF:
“The mission of the Portuguese Water Dog Foundation is to generate
significant resources for funding research of genetic and other canine
diseases to improve the quality of life and health of our Portuguese Water
Dog companions.
The PWDF needs your help to continue its work for the better health of our
breed. Your generosity and your tax deductible donations can make a
difference. For the sake of a healthy future for all Portuguese Water Dogs,
please join us!”
-https://pwdfoundation.org

Joined them we have! In the first week GFAC launched we managed to raise over $2,000 and
by the end of August, we had raised over $3,700!
Please understand that this is not my campaign alone! It belongs to all of us whom have ever
loved their dog and who have lost a dog too soon to this deadly cancer.
Although this campaign is still in its infancy, the Mayflower Portuguese Water Club hopes to
organize the First Annual Groomed For a Cure event in 2014!
A GFAC website is under construction currently. This will be a place to get and share
information. It will also have a page dedicated to those dogs that have passed too soon, the
true faces of HSA.
For now you can visit our page on Facebook to learn more about how to make a donation.
Every donation brings us closer to understanding and beating HSA.
What can you do now? We ask that every time you groom your dog, kindly make a donation of
just $18 to: https://pwdfoundation.org/html/donations.html

On behalf of all dogs and The Karma and Mayflower Family, Thank you!!
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What is Hemangiosarcoma?
Hemangiosarcoma (HSA) is a cancer of blood vessels. A dermal form is found on hairless or light
colored areas of the skin as a dark-colored mass. The non-dermal forms are typically found in the
spleen (an organ that dismantles old blood cells and screens the blood for pathogens), liver (an organ
that de-toxifies blood coming from the stomach, spleen, and intestines), and the heart (the “pump”
of the circulatory system); however, they can be found in any blood vessels. Tumor-infected blood
vessels are malformed and blood becomes trapped and clots. As a result, the tumor cells die from
lack of nutrients, but these cellular deaths cause weakened areas from which blood can drain out of
the organ. A diagnosis is usually made after the dog collapses at home and is rushed to a veterinary
office or hospital. The collapse is caused by hemorrhage from the blood-filled cancerous mass that
leads to shock, anemia, and loss of blood pressure. By the time this collapse occurs, the cancer
generally has spread throughout the body. It is more common in dogs once they have reached middle
age and accounts for 5-7% of all tumors seen in dogs.

How is it treated?
There is no cure. The dermal version, if caught early, can be removed before it spreads internally.
The visceral version has a poor prognosis. Depending on which organ is implicated, surgery may be an
option (e.g., the spleen can be removed); otherwise, if it occurs in the heart, the pericardial sac
surrounding the heart will have to be drained of the blood so that the heart can do its job, or if in the
liver, the abdomen will have to be drained of the blood filling it and the tumors will be excised as
much as possible. Chemotherapy is often used in conjunction with surgery to help combat the cancer
cells that have spread throughout the body but it is not curative. Radiation is only used for dermal
HSA. Survival time for the visceral form ranges from 18-83 days after surgery and chemotherapy; few
dogs survive past one year after diagnosis.
Recent studies suggest that treating with turkey-tail mushroom extract can help extend the lifespan
of dogs with this disease for a few additional months, but only if it is diagnosed before rupture of the
mass. The tumors require specific growth factors and drugs are being developed that would interfere
with the action of these growth factors to depress the growth of the tumors. Other labs are trying to
develop an early detection test and a risk-factor test for breeds that are most susceptible. The
researchers working on the risk-factor test require information on pedigrees of healthy and affected
dogs and blood samples. If interested in providing such information, one can obtain instructions here:
http://www.modianolab.org/studyInfo/Modiano%20Lab%20Wish%20List%20April%202013.pdf

What are the Symptoms?
Early Stages: appetite loss, weight loss, inability to exercise and general lethargy, vomiting/
diarrhea, pale gums, distended abdomen, increased panting and breathing effort.
Late Stages: persistence of early stage symptoms, reclusive behavior, distended abdomen, loss of
mental acuity, panting, gasping for breath, black tarry stool, sudden collapse, inability to stand.
Crisis: difficulty breathing, prolonged seizures, uncontrollable vomiting/diarrhea, sudden collapse,
profuse bleeding — internal or external, crying/whining from pain (note: in early stages this cancer
is NOT painful to the dog). TAKE YOUR DOG TO THE VET IMMEDIATELY IF YOU SEE THESE SIGNS.
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Member Brags for 2012:
Karen Ash: Mariah (CH Saltydawg’s Boogie Woogie Baby BN, RN, OFA, AOJ, OF) earned her Courier Water Dog title in
August and her Courier Water Dog Excellent title in August and then a first, second, and third Versatility Water Dog
title in September and a CD obedience title in October; Answer (Saltydawg Blowing in the Wind) earned his Apprentice
Water Dog title in August; co-owned Nikki (Saltydawg Let’s Play Mystic MX, MXJ, NJP, NE, CWD) earned her Open Agility
Preferred title in January and her Agility Excellent Preferred title in September.
Ann Camp: Piper (CH Restora’s Hornpipe on High CD, RN, NA, NAJ, CWDX) earned his Novice Fast Agility title in May
and his Versatility Water Dog title in August.
Karen Cavanagh: Roxie (CD) earned her Rally Novice title in November.
Anat Cunha: Seal (Karma Queen of Kings Can’t Touch This Royal Seal) earned her Championship in June and her Grand
Championship in October.
Katie deBettencourt: Co-owned Rosie (Hi Seas Rosa do Mar) earned her Championship in May.
J Doster: Ditto (CH Cutwater Apple Apple OA, NF, WWD) earned his Excellent Agility Jumper title in March, his Courier
Water Dog title in August, his Versatility Water Dog title in September, and his Agility Excellent title in October.
Jane Freeman: Oz (GCH Freestyle The Wiz) took Best of Breed at Westminster and earned a Beginner Novice Obedience
title and a Rally Novice title in October and earned his Working Water Dog title in August; both Maxie (Freestyle Storm
Cloud) and co-owned Finnie (Freestyle Take Me Along AWD) earned their Championships in January and Finnie earned
her Working Water Dog title in August; co-owned Allie (GCH Freestyle You can Call Me Al NAJ) earned a Novice Fast
Agility title in April, a Novice Agility title in July, and an Open Agility title in November; co-owned Savvy (Freestyle in
the Know at Stargazer) earned her Championship in July.
Jane Harding: Pippin (CH Cutwater Apple of My Eye BN, RE, AX, AXJ, XF, WWD) earned her Courier Water Dog title
at the National Specialty in September; co-owned Peeka (CH Bedlam Dances with Waves) earned a Rally Novice title
in May; co-owned Winnie (Sherwood Win My Heart) earned a Championship in September.
Andy & Angela Kalmanash: Paris (CH Ruff-Wave’s 5 Star NAJ) and Diva (CH Ruff-Wave’s Lone Ranger NAJ) earned
their Open Agility titles in December.
Kari Lavalli: Darwin (Sakonnet Seridor do Neptuno, BN, RN, JWD, NW1, CGC) earned his Rally Advanced title in
January, his CD Obedience title in April 2012, and his CDSP Novice Obedience title in May.
Gail Maguire: Nauset (Lakeshore Nauset Nanny) earned her Championship in September.
Paula Markiewicz: Ivy (Dandelion’s She’s Got Bette Davis) earned her Championship in September.
Kimberly DuCharme Nickerson: Katie (Finisterra N Freestyle Wickedgood RN, OA, OAJ, NJP) earned her Open Fast
Agility title in February, her Agility Excellent title in March, her Master Excellent Jumpers with Weaves Title in June,
and her Master Agility Excellent title in July and her Rally Advanced title in November.
Sue Rosenstein: Co-owned Zeke (CH Nor’East Ezekiel CDX, GN, RN) earned a Rally Advanced title in December.
Laura Taft Paulsen: Hestia (CH Far Away Hestia Jones NAJ, NF) earned her Novice Agility title in November.
Vicky Morro & Bill Varr: Max (CH Dandelion’s Maxwell’s Silver Hammer) earned his Rally Novice title in June.

Congratulations to All – What an Amazing Group of People and Dogs!
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Mayflower PWD Upcoming Events: Mark Your Calendars
K9 Scentwork Clinic – November 10, 2013 in Lowell, MA:
Come try the newest and hottest sport out there. Even if you never want
to compete, this is a great game to play with your dog and will provide
endless hours of fun and mental stimulation for both of you. It is a
fabulous way to keep your dog busy and stimulated during the winter,
and can create much stronger communication skills between you and
your dog. The clinic will be conducted by Scott Williams of K9 ProFit/Beyond the Leash in Lowell, MA who brought this sport to the east
coast several years ago. Unlike other trainers in the region, Scott has
not only trained in the NACSW methodology (food reward for odor
detection), but also in police methods that are not food based. So if your
dog is not a food hound, but has a favorite toy or is ball crazy, Scott can
show you how to use those rewards for a strong obedience to odor. For
anyone with shy, wallflower dogs – this is a fabulous sport to build
confidence in your dog. And this sport is ideal for dogs that are fearful
of or reactive to humans or other dogs – unlike many other venues in
which you and your dog may feel unwelcome, scentwork respects the
needs of dogs that need space around humans and other dogs and
welcomes these dogs in the sport. IT'S AMAZING FUN!!!
Festivus – January 26, 2014 at DogStar Activity Center in Acton, MA
Come join us for our annual meeting and celebration of our dogs! We
will have a Yankee Swap for the dogs, potluck goodies to eat, and health
clinics. Karen Hocker will be holding half-hour mini photo sessions with
your dogs (2 dogs max per half hour session) with a wintry theme. Come
one, come all, and have a great time!
B Match – February 22, 2014 at Masterpeace Dog in Franklin, MA
Info to come! Watch our website.

Check out our website for embroidered clothing and
boat bags that are now available!
Newsletter submissions should be directed to our
newsletter editor, Kari at klavalli@yahoo.com

