
 
Elizabeth Volz was born an animal person. She began riding ponies before she could walk and begged 

for her first show dog at six years of age, a German Shepherd Dog named Trina. As a child, showing 

horses and dogs were her passion but as a teenager she moved exclusively to dogs. Not just showing 

and grooming but breeding the best dogs for other families became an important aspect of the dog 

world for Elizabeth. In 1985 at the young age of 19, Elizabeth became a professional all-breed 

handler. She readily acknowledges her good fortune with extraordinary mentors such as Bill 

Trainor, Lewis Grello, Alan Waterman and Annie Rogers Clark. As the years passed, Elizabeth 

groomed, exhibited, owned and bred dogs in every group. Her first Best In Show (BIS) was with a 

Great Pyrenees at the age of 21! 

  

In 1996, after the birth of her son, Elizabeth specialized in Portuguese Water Dogs.   

Having shown all over the world, Elizabeth is fortunate to have achieved Portuguese Water Dog 

National Specialty wins in three countries, Sweden, Canada and the United States as well as wins at 

Crufts, the World Dog Show and the only International Congress of Portuguese Water Dogs, which 

was held in September of 2013 in Portugal. Besides presenting multiple breeds as a professional 

handler and as an owner/breeder/handler, Elizabeth has also been in the center of the ring as the 

judge responsible for selecting a winner.  

 

In addition to competing in the conformation ring, Elizabeth currently teaches water work and is a 

strong rower and volunteer for PWDCA water trials. In August of 2016, Elizabeth trialed and 

successfully passed Courier Water Dog for her first CWD leg. As an international breeder, owner, 

handler Elizabeth not only possesses a wide view of the show ring but at this point in her career, 

she has a deep desire to share her wealth of knowledge with those who will carry on her desire to 

excel, in and out of the dog world. There is nothing Elizabeth enjoys more than teaching and helping 

people in our breed to be the best they want to be.   

  

   
 


